*»»i  4s  ,  4i“»»  i 


I 


AMUaL  report  op  the  medical  officer  of  health 

FOR  THE  BOROUGH  OF  GREAT  TORRIHGTOII 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1950  o 


During  the  year  the  general 
health  of  the  Borough  continued  to  he  very  good* 


BIRTHS.  There  were  81  live  births  - 

this  includes  one  twin  birth.  47  were  male,  and  54  female. 
(Four  of  these  births  were  illegitimate).  This  is  the  highest 
yearly  figure  of  which  I  have  record.  The  average  for  the 
previous  5  years  was  61. 

There  were  no  stillbirths. 


DeaTHS.  There  were  48  deaths  -  20  male 

and  28  female.  The  average  for  the  previous  5  years  was  47. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year 

was  thus  16.7  per  1,000  population:  the  general  death  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  for  1950  was  11*6  per  1,000  total 
popula ti on . 


causes  of  death. 


Cardiac  degeneration  and  senili ty .... .............. . 

Ca  rdiac  diSeaSGoeooooocoooooooooooaooo.ooooooooo.oo® 

Cerebral  vascular  disease  ............ .............. . 

Other  disease  of  circulatory  system. ................ 

Gan  c  e  r  of  s  t  oma  ch  00.0000.0. ooooo.oooo. .ooooooo.. o... 
Ca ncer  of  rec turn .oooooo.oo.o.oooooooooo. ............ 

Cancer  of  lungo  00000000000000000.000000000000.00.0. . 
Ca  ncer  of  colon...  o.......  00000. o..........'.....0... 

CanCer  Of  tOngUe  ooooooooooooooooo.o.oooooooeo.oo.oeo 

Cancer  of  pancrep-s  00000000000000000000.000000000000° 

AS  thma  000000  0  000.  .00000000000000.00.  00.0000  o.ooo.ooo 

Acute  br0nchitisoooeooooooooooooo.oo.oooo-.oc  ooooooo. 

Pn  e  Um  OniUoo.O  OOOOOOO  OO.CO  000  00  OOOOOOOOO.OOOOO  0.0  00  00 
Uraemia. ooooooooeooooooooooooocoooooooc.oooooooo.ooC" 

o t  ra  ngu la  ted  he  rn iuooo. «o  ooo. ooo.oooc .....o.*..  o.  .o  0 
Road  accident. 00. 00000 000 00000 00 00000 000 oc ooooo.oo.o 


0  0  0  0  . 
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Average  ages:- 


Male  69 


Female  75 


There  were  no  infant  deaths. 

TUBERCULOSIS.  Three  new  cases  of  pulmonary 


tuberculosis  were  added  to  the  register  during  the  year. 
They  v/ere  all  cases  contracted  outside  ,  who  came  to  live  in 
Torrington.  Four  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  went  to 
live  elsewhere.  There  were  no  deaths.  The  cases  on  the 


register  on  51/12^50  v/ere: 


Pulmonary 
IT  on  Pu  lmo  na  ry 

VENEREAL  DISEASE 


Male 

Male 


6 

0 


Female 


Female 


Facilities  for  treatment  are 


available  at  Barnstaple.  No  case  of  venereal  disease 
came  to  my  notice  during  the  year. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


There  is  little  to  report 


apart  from  a  sharp  outbreak  of  whooping  cough  among  the 
younger  children  during  the  months  of  February  and  March 
The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified 


during  the  year:- 

Mea  s  1  es.o ooooo  oooo  oo.oo  2i 

Whooping  Cough. ...... .31 

?ne umo  niao..ooo.ooooooo5 
Scarlet  Fever .....  ..... S 


Ophthalmia,  neonatorum. 
Puerperal  pyrexia 
Dysentery 


0  0  O  O  0 


oooooooc  o  c- 


ooooooooo  0  O  O  O  o  0  0  o  o 


There  was  no  case  of 


poliomyelitis 


During  the  summer  a  house-to-house 


distribution  was  made  of  the  revised  pamphlet  of  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education  -  "Infantile  Paralysis 
(Poliomyelitis)  -  Some  Safety  Measures". 

TORRINGTQN  &  DISTRICT  HOSPITAL. 

Admissions  during  1950, ........... .239 

Out-patients  seen......... . 406 

Total  Out-patient  Attendances .....  1260 
Ma te rn i ty  Ca S0s«oooeoooooooooooooooo52 


AMBUIAN  CE , 


A  new  ambulance  (Bedford,  28 


h.p.  )  was  provided  early  in  1950,  and  has  proved  most 
satisfactory.  The  ambulance  service,  run  by  Heard’s 
Garage  Ltd. ,  has  responded  promptly  and  efficiently  to 
all  calls  made  upon  it.  Tribute  should  also  be  paid  to  the 
British  Red  Cross  Nurses  for  their  close  co-operation  with 
the  ambulance  staff. 


OOQOOOOOCOOOOOOOOOOO 


Patients  carried  in  1950 
Total  Mileage 

Water  supply 


337 


OQOOO  Oo  oooo 

11291 


sand  filtration  and  chi 


The  water  is  treated  by  slow 
tion.  Chlorination  was  started 


in  June,  following  some  unsatisfactory  bacteriological 
reports . 


In  all,  16  ’bacteriological  examinations  were  made  -  direct 
from  the  reservoir,  from  the  clear  water  tank  after  filtration, 
and  from  the  mains  supply  after  filtration  and  chlorination* 

The  reservoir  itself  was  found  to  he  contaminated  with  coliform 
organisms*,  this  was  thought  to  he  due  in  part  to  the 
abnormally  heavy  rains  during  the  summer  months  ,  and  in  part 
to  pollution  hy  seagulls  using  the  reservoir.  The  coliform 
count  in  the  mains  water  started  to  rise 5  hut  the 
bacteriological  analyses  became  satisfactory  when  chlorination 
was  increased. 

The  supply  of  water  is  good? 
hut  the  distribution  is  very  poor  -  as  has  been  frequently 
reported  over  a  period  of  many  years.  Pipes  in  parts  of  the 
town  were  scraped  during  the  year,  with  some  improvement  of 
supply  to  certain  areas.  Work  has  now  (early  1951)  started 
on  the  new  mains. 

There  is  a  piped  water  supply 
to  all  houses  in  the  built-up  area  (population  about  2,600). 
Outlying  farms  and  cottages  (population  about  200)  have  their 
own  wells,  and  are  advised  to  boil  all  water  used  for 
domestic  purposes. 


S DISPOSAL.  Y/ork  is  to  be  started  early 

in  1951  on  the  new  sewers  and  treatment  plant  for  the 
Bidnawell  and  Torridge  Vale  areas. 


MEaT  iTHD  OTHER  POOPS.  Bo  animals  for  general 

consumption  are  slaughtered  within  the  Borough* 

The  foodstuffs  condemned 


during  the  year  were: - 
Miscellaneous  Tinned  Poods. 

Be efoOOOOOOOOOOOOOO.OO.O.O. 
PQrkooooooooooooooooo.ot.o  0 

P 1  sh  000000.000.  0000.  .000000 


Total 


. .47+  lbs . 
.157  " 

..10+  " 
..42  " 

ms  " 


FOOD  .POISONING, 

f o  od -poisoning. 


There  was  no  case  of 
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